
 

  

Jaipur Literature Festival 10@10 

#10 Speakers10Weeks 

 

 To celebrate its 10th anniversary, the Jaipur Literature Festival will announce 10 speakers 

every week for 10 weeks every Tuesday at 6.00pm (IST). 

 These announcements will reveal the names of some of the world’s greatest writers and 

thinkers set to appear at the Festival in January and will be made from Tuesday 18 October to 

Tuesday 20 December. 

 Make sure you have liked us on Facebook (JaipurLitFestOfficial) and follow us on Twitter 

(@JaipurLitFest) to be the first to know. 

 

Tuesday 22 November – The sixth Jaipur Literature Festival 2017 10@10 

 

2017 marks ten years of the Jaipur Literature Festival and its meteoric rise from a small gem of an idea to 

the world’s largest free literary festival, having hosted more than 1300 speakers over the past decade. 

 

Frequently described as ‘the greatest literary show on Earth’, the Jaipur Literature Festival 2017 will take 

place between 19 and 23 January 2017 in its beautiful home at the historic Diggi Palace Hotel in Jaipur. 

 

The Festival expects to welcome over 250 authors, thinkers, politicians, journalists, and popular culture 

icons to Jaipur this coming January. Equity and democracy run through the Festival’s veins, placing some 

of the world’s greatest wordsmiths and intellects from all walks of life together on stage.  

 

Today, the sixth set of 10 speakers appearing at the Jaipur Literature Festival 2017 were announced as: 

 

1. Dr. Reba Som is an academic, historian, writer and classical singer, as well as director of the Indian 

Council for Cultural Relations' Rabindranath Tagore Centre in Kolkata. She is a trained singer of 

Rabindrasangeet. Her book on the life and works of Tagore, Rabindranath Tagore: The Singer and his 
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Song was published in 2011. She has also released a CD, Selected Songs of Rabindranath Tagore, which 

contains English translations and transliterations of Tagore’s lyrics. She will return to the Jaipur Literature 

Festival in 2017. 

 

2. Vinay Sitapati is a political scientist, journalist and lawyer. He teaches at Ashoka University and writes 

for The Indian Express. He has studied at the National Law School Bangalore and Harvard University and is 

currently finishing his PhD from Princeton. His first book, Half-Lion: How PV Narasimha Rao Transformed 

India, is available in three languages. 

 

3. Prasoon Joshi is a renowned Indian lyricist, screenwriter poet and writer, as well as the CEO of McCann 

World group India and Chairman (Asia Pacific), a subsidiary of global marketing firm McCann Erickson. He 

was awarded the Padma Shri by the Government of India for his contribution towards the field of Arts, 

Literature and Advertising in 2015.  

 

4. Kunga Tenzin Dorji is a self-confessed jack-of-all-trades and freelance journalist who received the 

2016 Jigme Singye Wangchuck Prestigious Journalism Award. He contributes to various publications, writes 

scripts, narrates documentary films and hosts a talk show on Radio Valley. He is also one of Bhutan’s best 

known rock musicians and has acted in several films. 

 

5. Dr. Issa Asgarally is a doctor in linguistics and a professor at the Mauritius Institute of Education. He is 

a highly regarded intellectual and a prolific writer in the international community well known for his 

studies of the history of slavery in Mauritius. As a writer, Asgarally has published 11 books and essays on 

the topics of literature and society, slavery and history, cultures in Mauritius, books and ideas, Mauritian 

media and interculturality.  

 

6. Returning to the Jaipur Literature Festival is David Cannadine FBA, Dodge Professor of History at 

Princeton University. Knighted for ‘services to scholarship’ in 2009, Sir David is the author of numerous 

books, including The Decline and Fall of the British Aristocracy, Class in Britain, Ornamentalism, Mellon, 



 

  

The Undivided Past and has just completed a biography of King George V. Cannadine is a Trustee of the 

Wolfson Foundation, the Royal Academy, the Library of Birmingham, the Rothschild Archive, the Gladstone 

Library and the Gordon Brown Archive. He is Vice Chair of the Westminster Abbey Fabric Commission and a 

Vice President of the Victorian Society. In addition, he is Editor of the Oxford Dictionary of National 

Biography, sits on the Editorial Board of Past & Present and is a member of the Royal Mint Advisory 

Committee and the Editorial Board of the History of Parliament.  

 

7. David Armitage is the Lloyd C. Blankfein Professor of History at Harvard University. A prize-winning 

writer and teacher, he is the author or editor of sixteen books, among them The Ideological Origins of the 

British Empire, The Declaration of Independence: A Global History, The History Manifesto and his new 

work, Civil Wars: A History in Ideas. 

 

8. Making his first appearance at the Jaipur Literature Festival is Giles Milton, the internationally 

bestselling author of nine works of narrative history, including Nathaniel’s Nutmeg. His other books 

include White Gold, Paradise Lost and Russian Roulette, which have been translated into 20 languages. His 

most recent work, The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare, was published in 2016. Milton is also the author 

of two novels and three books for children.  

 

9. Richard Fortey is a renowned palaeontologist at the Natural History Museum in London. He is better 

known to a wider public as the writer of eight books of popular science for which The Royal Society 

awarded him the Michael Faraday Medal. His most recent book is The Wood for the Trees: The Long View 

of Nature from a Small Wood, published in May 2016.  

 

10. James Barr is a significant modern author on the Middle East. His book on Lawrence of Arabia and the 

Arab Revolt, Setting the Desert on Fire, was published in 2006. A Line in the Sand, on the rivalry between 

Britain and France for dominance in the Middle East, followed in 2011. He has worked in politics, at 

the Daily Telegraph, in the City of London and as a political analyst at the British Embassy in Paris. Today 

he runs his own research consultancy and is a visiting fellow at King's College London. He is currently 



 

  

working on a book on the post-war Middle East. This will be his first appearance at the Jaipur Literature 

Festival.  

 

Further information on sessions and more speakers appearing at the 10th Jaipur Literature Festival will 

follow over the coming weeks. 

 

~~ ENDS ~~ 

 

NOTES TO MEDIA PERSONS 

Information on Registration for the Jaipur Literature Festival can be found here:  

http://jaipurliteraturefestival.org/registration/ 

 

For media enquiries on the Jaipur Literature Festival, please contact Edelman India: 

Nitisha.Prabhakar@edelman.com / Amrita.Sarna@edelman.com  

 

About the Jaipur Literature Festival 2017 

The past decade has seen the Jaipur Literature Festival grow into the world’s largest free event of its 

kind. Having hosted 1300 speakers and welcoming nearly 1.2 million book lovers, the success of JLF has 

been astonishing and heartwarming. 

 

Celebrating writers from across the globe, the Festival has hosted some of the best regarded and loved 

names, ranging from Nobel Laureates and Man Booker Prize winners to debut writers such as Amish 

Tripathi, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Eleanor Catton, Hanif Kureishi, His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama, Ian 

McEwan, JM Coetzee, Margaret Atwood, Mohammed Hanif, Oprah Winfrey, Orhan Pamuk, Pico Iyer, 

Salman Rushdie, Stephen Fry, Thomas Piketty, Vikram Seth and Wole Soyinka, as well as renowned Indian 

language writers such as Girish Karnad, Gulzar, Javed Akhtar, MT Vasudevan Nair, Uday Prakash as well as 

the late Mahasweta Devi and UR Ananthamurthy. 
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Writers and Festival Directors Namita Gokhale and William Dalrymple invite authors from across the globe 

to take part in the five-day programme set against the backdrop of Rajasthan’s stunning cultural heritage 

and the Diggi Palace in the state capital Jaipur. 

 

Equity and democracy run through the Festival’s veins, placing some of the world’s greatest writers and 

thinkers from all walks of life together on stage. All events are completely free and there are no reserved 

spaces; this egalitarian access is a powerful statement in a country where access to such individuals 

remains the privilege of a few. On top of all this, people are guaranteed to have fun! 

 

As Time Out said: “It’s settled. The Jaipur Literature Festival is officially the Woodstock, Live 8 and Ibiza 

of world literature, with an ambience that can best be described as James Joyce meets Monsoon 

Wedding.” 

 

The Festival is a flagship event of Teamwork Arts, which produces over 25 highly acclaimed performing 

arts, visual arts and literary festivals across more than 40 cities globally, and is produced by Sanjoy K. 

Roy.  

 

In 2014, JLF spread its wings beyond the borders of India with an annual event in May at London’s 

Southbank Centre. In 2015, JLF headed across the pond to Boulder, Colorado where it hosts a similar event 

every September.  

 

Website: www.jaipurliteraturefestival.org 

 

About Teamwork Arts 

For over 25 years, Teamwork Arts has taken India to the world and brought the world to India. 

In countries such as Australia, Canada, Egypt, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Italy, Israel, Korea, 

Singapore, South Africa, Spain, UK and USA, Teamwork produces over 25 highly acclaimed performing arts, 

visual arts and literary festivals across more than 40 cities. 

http://www.jaipurliteraturefestival.org/


 

  

 

Teamwork Arts produces one of the world’s largest free literary gatherings, the annual Jaipur Literature 

Festival, the Ishara International Puppet Festival in New Delhi, the annual Mahindra Excellence in 

Theatre Awards (META) and Festival, international festivals Shared History in South Africa, Eye on India 

in the United States of America, India by the Bay in Hong Kong, Confluence- Festival of India in 

Australia, and many more. 

 

Website: www.teamworkarts.com 
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